
Bristol City Council
Minutes of the Cabot Clifton and Clifton East Neighbourhood Partnership
Tuesday 29th March 2016 at 7.00pm

Brunel House, St George’s Road, BS1 5UY
________________________________________

Partners Present
Councillor Carla Denyer (Clifton East)
Councillor Charles Lucas (Clifton/Chair of the Neighbourhood Committee)
Councillor Ani Stafford-Townsend (Cabot)
Councillor Jerome Thomas (Clifton)
Councillor Mark Wright (Cabot)
Fraser Bridgeford – Friends of Brandon Hill (Chair)
Julian Jones – 10 Unity Street Residents Association/Co-Chair Cabot Forum
Pauline Allen – Kingsdown Conservation Group/Co-Chair Cabot Forum
Maggie Shapland – Clifton and Hotwells Improvement Society (CHIS)
Keith Rodgerson - Oakfield Resident’s Association (ORA)
Pat Smith - Richmond Hill Resident’s Association

Officers:-
Robert Orrett – Service Director (Property)
Kurt James - Neighbourhood Co-ordinator (903 7365)
Patricia Jones - Democratic Services Officer (922 2883)
Mike Lawlor – Neighbourhood Officer (352 5501)

democratic.services@bristol.gov.uk
http://www.bristol.gov.uk

mailto:democratic.services@bristol.gov.uk
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/


Rolling Attendance

23rd June 2015 13th October 2015
(new membership)

26th January 2016 29th March 2016

Ward Councillor Partners
Simon Cook P P P A
Carla Denyer P P P P
Charles Lucas P P P P
Ani Stafford-Townsend A P P P
Jerome Thomas P P P P
Mark Wright P P P P
Partners
10 Unity Street Residents 
Association - Julian Jones -

P P P

Ambra Vale Residents Group - 
Kathy Stagg
Ashley House Community Liaison 
Group - Paul Garner 
Avon and Somerset Police P A A P
Bearpit Improvement Group - Alan 
Morris 
Boathouse Residents Association - 
Greg Jones 
Brandon Hill Residents Association 
- Johnathon Hyams

Broadmead BID – 



 Jo Hawkins 
Byron Place Residents Association - 
Evelyn Lewis 

P P P A

Cabot Cruising Club - Pat Ludwell

Capricorn Place Residents 
Association 
Mary Bannerman - Castle Park 
Users Group

A A

Clifton and Hotwells Branch Labour 
Party - Rosemary Chamberlin

P P      P A

Clifton and Hotwells Improvement 
Society –
Maggie Shapland

P P P P

Clifton Down Community 
Association - David Jepson
Clifton Hill Residents Association
- Jonathan Hurford
Clifton Village Traders – 
Rosie Joseland
Cornwallis Crescent – 
Kathy Crossthwaite 
Crescent Resident’s Association
- Sylvia Doubell/David Pomeroy  

Deanery Road Residents -
Association 
Robin Williams 

Ilse Hambrook - Friends of Easter 



Garden
Friends of Avon New Cut –
Chris Hanmer -

P P P A

Friends of Brandon Hill – Fraser 
Bridgeford (Chair)

A P P P

High Kingsdown Residents 
Association – Karen Sillence
Highbury Residents Association
- Linda Ewles -

A A

Hotwells and Cliftonwood 
Community Association – 
Dennis Gornall

P P P A

Invicta Apartments – Kate 
Thornton
Jacobs Wells Traders Association – 
Alistair Mchardy
Jacobs Wells Community Hub – 
Sally Silverman
Kingsdown Conservation Group – 
Pauline Allen

P P P P

Mall Gardens Resident’s 
Association – Toni Brown

P

Oakfield Resident’s Association – 
Keith Rodgerson/Richard Barnes

P A P P

Philps House Resident’s 
Association – Maira Stylianou
Pooles Wharf Resident’s 
Association – Trevor George/Erica 
Thomas
Redcliffe West Residents 



Association – Jerry Woods
Richmond Hill Residents 
Association – Pat Smith

A P P P

Richmond Terrace Resident’s 
Association – Wendy Pollard

P A A P
(Simon Plant)

Rownham Mead Management 
Company – Karen Larwood
St Michael’s Hill Traders 
Association – Jay Jethwa
University Of Bristol Union – 
Jemma Harford
WUF Redcliffe Resident’s 
Association – Tom Cooke

P P P

Residents interested in NP 
involvement:
Jillian Ewings                        A
Laura Lafave                        A
Tony Miles                        A
John Morison                        A
Sam Saunders                        A

Christine Townsend                      P                        P A





The meeting included a power point presentation summarising the agenda items and 
reports.  A copy of the slides is included in the Minute Book.

1. Welcome and Introductions

The Chair welcomed all to the meeting and introductions were made. 

2. Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Wendy Pollard, Councillor Simon Cook, Rosemary 
Chamberlin, Gretta Perkins, Chris Hamner and Dennis Gornall. 

3. Minutes – 26th January 2015

Resolved - that the Minutes of the meeting held on 26th January 2016 be confirmed as 
a correct record and signed by the Chair.

Partners paid tribute to Ray Smith who had sadly passed away.

Reference discussion at the last meeting, the Chair confirmed that he would continue 
to pursue the Wellbeing Funding issue which could result in the NP being 
detrimentally affected.

4. Declarations of Interest

There were none.

5. Public Forum

Statements were circulated in advance of the meeting. The NP heard from:-

Jacobs Wells Community Hub

Representatives of Jacobs Wells Community Hub summarised the request made to the 
last meeting when the NP was invited to support the Hub in its efforts to secure the 
Pavilion for community meetings and activities (on specified dates and at a 
preferential rate). 

Robert Orrett, BCC Property Services Director, outlined the planning designation for 
the premises. It was acknowledged that the first floor space had been made available 
for external bookings on a commercial basis and more recently to alleviate the 
pressure on BCC for meeting venues. However it was recognised that its permitted use 
related to “public hall services”.



It was anticipated that availability would increase following the move of staff back to 
City Hall, but recognised that the rates currently being charged would be cost 
prohibitive to the average community group. 

There was general agreement that the building was one of the few advantages to the 
area emerging from the development of the Harbourside and that the imposition of a 
charge should be minimal. It was clarified that the rent from the ground floor space 
contributed to the overall running costs of the Harbourside and could not be offset 
against the upkeep of the first floor. 

Following discussion:-

AGREED – Kurt James and Mike Lawlor to work with Property Services to identify:-

- a rate of hire for the Pavilion suitable for ‘community groups’
- a category of bookings that could benefit from the reduced rate based on the 

activities outlined by the Hub, specifically including a slot for the elderly; and
- reserved access based on local community need on specified days.

(The Chair confirmed that the Environment Sub-Group was looking at the general 
space around the Pavilion following calls for a children’s play area which was currently 
lacking in the area).

Bristol Community Dance Centre (BDC)

Councillor Thomas summarised the current position:-

- BDC’s lease on the premises came with the attached responsibility of keeping 
the building in a good state of repair.

- Over the years significantly investment has been made in the upgrade of the 
building, but more recently reduced finances has meant that BDC have not 
been able to maintain the fabric of the building.

- Significant works were now required to the building and BDC wished to extend 
the lease for 3 years and bring in a new board of trustees and fund raisers.

- The Council had reached a decision not to extend or renew the lease and BDC 
was no longer able to insure the building. 

Councillor Thomas stated that the focus should now be on securing the use of the 
building for community use in the medium and long term, assisted by an exercise 
backed by the NP to explore funding opportunities. 

Robert Orrett responded as follows:-

 The aim was to avoid progressive deterioration. Priority would be given to 
community related proposals but with a caveat – this was a listed building with 
significant running costs.

 The Community Right to Bid process created a block on disposal for a period of 6 
months. A viable proposal with funding attached was therefore needed within this 
timeframe, failing which the authority would have no choice but to resort to the 



open market. The lead in time for the commencement of the 6 month period would 
be subject to agreement.

Discussion followed and there was a general recognition of:-

- the need for cross party support
- the need to balance a continuing deterioration of the premises (thereby 

making any future use of the building unlikely) against a well facilitated process 
which could secure the building for the community use in the future.

- That CIL or Section 106 Funding could not be used to fund the proposed 
exercise but that the Wellbeing Fund was unrestricted subject to agreement by 
Neighbourhood Committee.

The Service Director responded to a request to reinstate the lease in the short term. 
He indicated that he was open to a discussion around this possibility but could not 
make a formal commitment at this meeting.

AGREED:-

(1) To agree a timetable with the Council regarding the process for putting forward 
and discussing proposals for the future use of the building through the formal 
mechanism of the Community Right to Bid process.

(2) An application for Wellbeing Funding to be considered at the next meeting of the 
NP to facilitate a process that would enable a feasibility report to be developed 
exploring options and scenarios for the centre in the long term with a view to 
securing its use for the community. 

Bus Stops in Victoria Square

Councillor Lucas reported that works would commence in July 2016. This would 
include upgrading the stops and real time information boards.

6. Presentation – Tower Hill Ambulance Station

The NP received a presentation on future plans from Andrew Smith, Director of 
Conversation PR.

The NP heard that the primary objective was to deliver a range of affordable and 
private new homes which would involve the protection of trees and appropriate 
design to mitigate amenity issues in consultation with BCC. 

The proposal would secure high quality accommodation in a sustainable central 
location, a significant number of much needed affordable homes, and capitalise on 
sustainable transport options and a central location by providing low car parking and 
high cycle parking.



It was reported that the scheme had met with an overwhelmingly positive response. 

Works would commence on site in 2017 with 24 months of construction anticipated. 

7. Highways Report

Kurt James introduced the report and invited the NP:-

1. To note the Highways update as at 29th March 2016 set out in the report setting 
out the status and estimated completion dates of schemes. This was duly noted.

2. To agree the Highways Minor Lines and Signs budget of £2250 to paint or 
introduce signs. 

3. To agree a Minor Works budget of £3,000 which can be used to pay for 
improvements such as dropped kerbs and bollards.

Following consideration and on being put to the vote, the Neighbourhood Committee 
unanimously :-

Resolved:-
1. The Highways Minor Lines and Signs budget of £2250 to paint or 

introduce signs be agreed.

2. The Minor Works budget of £3,000 to pay for improvements such as 
dropped kerbs and bollards be agreed.

The NP was also invited to consider and agree the Highways schemes to be funded by 
the Local Traffic Scheme Budget and Community Infrastructure Levy budget set out in 
Appendix 1 to the report. Attention was drawn to the proposed schemes listed in the 
slides for consideration:-

 Jacobs Wells Road – Constitution Hill Crossing

It was reported that full statutory consultation would be undertaken before works 
commenced, that the proposal involved a zebra crossing (as opposed to a controlled 
crossing) and that its exact location was yet to be determined.

 Avon Crescent re-routing scheme

The Project would include closure and route diversions and potential public realm 
improvements.  Reference was made to a petition objecting to any proposals to 
restrict access via Avon Crescent. It was reported that public consultation would take 
place before final proposals were developed. 



 Junction Improvements – Clifton Down Road and Bridge Valley Road

It was reported that this would enable the project to be taken to its next stage 
following the recent feasibility study.

 Cycling contra flow schemes on Lower Clifton Hill and Oakfield and Clifton Road

It was noted that this scheme would facilitate a detailed analysis of the viability of 
contra flow schemes in these areas and the requested amount would cover the total 
cost of delivery.

 Park Street cycle lane feasibility Study 

It was reported that the Highways Department were opposed to a cycle lane on Park 
Street on safety grounds. It was suggested that the Cycling Ambition Fund might be 
open to funding such a study given they were best placed to comment on its 
plausibility.

 Cycle Racks in various locations

It was noted that these proposals were being progressed by the Cycling Ambition 
Fund.

In conclusion and on being put to the vote (unanimous unless otherwise indicated), 
the Neighbourhood Committee:-

RESOLVED:- 

(1) That the following Highways Schemes be approved and allocated funding 
from devolved Local Traffic Scheme and Community Infrastructure Levy 
funding:-

 Jacobs Wells (£25,000 Local Traffic Scheme and £35,000 CIL subject 
to a commitment from Highways on timetable for delivery)

  Avon Crescent re-routing scheme (£50,000 CIL subject to the 
delivery of the wider city-wide scheme – Cumberland Basin/Metro 
Bus)

 Junction Improvements Clifton Down Road and Bridge Valley Road – 
(£15,000 CIL)



 Cycling contra flow schemes on Lower Clifton Hill and Oakfield and 
Clifton Road – (£30,000 CIL subject to appropriate checks around 
health and safety)

(2) Park Street cycle lane feasibility Study – that the proposal for funding be 
rejected based on advice from the Highways team. Suggested that the 
Cycling Ambition Fund might be open to funding such a study given they 
were best placed to comment on its plausibility.

Finances

The Chair also drew attention to the slide setting out the following, which was noted 
by the NP:-

Total CIL Funding available - £603, 512.91
Agreed CIL environment spend - £289,991.16
Recommended CIL Transport spend - £145,000
Remaining CIL if spend approved - £168,521.75
Confirmed Pipeline CIL - £207,231.20
Forecast annual CIL receipts - £150,000
Total S106 Funding (committed and uncommitted) - £914,625.55
Forecast annual S106 for public realm - £80,000
Forecast annual S106 tree obligations per annum - £30,000

8. Wellbeing Fund Applications (Neighbourhood Committee decisions) 

The NP considered a report from the NP Co-ordinator setting out recommendations 
for the allocation of funding. 

Representatives of the Wellbeing Sub-Group (responsible for making an initial 
assessment of all applications) provided a detailed summary of the funding requests 
and the rationale for the following recommendations detailed in the report:-

Organisation Project Amount 
Requested 

Recommended 
Award

Ambra Vale 
Residents 

To fund hanging baskets to 
be placed on 4 lampposts in 

£432.00 £432.00



Association Ambra Vale.
Bid Clifton 
Village

To fund the 20 ways to 
discover Clifton Village 
project

£7,055.00 £2,500.00

Brandon Hill 
Residents 
Association

To fund the design fees for 
the proposed Brandon Hill 
archway entrance

£1,000.00 £1,000.00

Cliftonwood 
Terrace 
Residents 
Association

To fund repairs to the main 
steps from Cliftonwood 
Terrace down into the secret 
garden.

£1,105.00 £1,105.00

The Crescent 
and Villa 
Residents 
Association

To fund a sensory planting 
garden bed immediately 
adjacent to the harbour walk 
and enhancing the existing 
planting in the main beds of 
grasses 

£1,778.00 £1,778.00

Friends of the 
Green

To fund 15 hanging baskets 
on 15 lampposts in Ambra 
Vale East, Ambrose Road, 
Church Lane, Argyle Place, 
Clifton Wood Road and 
Clifton Wood Crescent.

£2,700.00 £0.00

High 
Kingsdown 
Residents 
Association

To fund the repair of High 
Kingsdown walls Phase 2

£2,479.00 £2,479.00

Kingsdown 
Conservation 
Group

To fund and install two 
reproduction box lanterns on 
cast iron lamppost columns in 
Marlborough Hill Place, 
Kingsdown.

£2,000.00 £2,000.00

Portway Park 
Steering Group

To part fund two Portway 
Sunday Park events in May and 
September 2016.

£2,256.00 £2,256.00

Total £13,550.00

The NP noted that the current balance of the Wellbeing Fund was £19,928.40

Following consideration of the respective applications and on being put to the vote 
(unanimous unless otherwise indicated), the Neighbourhood Committee:-

RESOLVED:-
That the following applications be approved:-

(1) Ambra Vale Residents Association - £432



(2) Bid Clifton Village - £2,500 subject to condition that BCV demonstrate how 
the remaining finding needed is to be secured. 

(3) Brandon Hill Residents Association - £1,000 subject to no further funding.

(4) Cliftonwood Terrace Residents Association - £1,105 subject to the Secret 
Garden being made usable.

(5) The Crescent and Villa Residents Association - £1,778

(6) High Kingsdown Residents Association - £2,479 subject to clarification of 
ownership of the walls.

(7) Kingsdown Conservation Group - £2,000

(8) Portway Park Steering Group - £2,256 (4 voting in favour and 1 abstention)

It was further resolved that the following application be rejected:-

(9) Friends of the Green - £2,7000 on the basis of funding last year.

   The resulting balance of £6378.40 was also noted. 

      
9. Environment Sub-Group Update – verbal reports

The Chair provided:-
- a status update on approved projects of the projects recommended for approval 

plus associated costs;
- an update on tree planting and next year’s planting plan; and
- proposals for Green spaces spend and timetable

Councillor Lucas requested the timetable for delivery of the projects as agreed at the 
last meeting. 

Inspector Martin Rowlands provided a detailed report on recorded crime figures 
across the NP area.

It was noted that resources were being pooled with BCC around enforcement for 
efficiency purposes and to provide better support for businesses. A sharp increase in 
homelessness was testing all agencies and increasing anti-social behaviour. A 
sophisticated multi-agency approach was working to identify causes. Whilst the Police 
were not responsible for social issues, collaboration in this area was proving positive. 



It was confirmed that a log number should be provided when a general reports of anti-
social behaviour is made. An additional marker would be attached to the report if it 
involved a licensed premises.

10. Neighbourhood Partnership Co-ordinator Report

Kurt James introduced the report.

New name for the NP 

Decision deferred until June.

Forum arrangements

The NP was invited to consider how its Forum meetings are best delivered
when the new boundary changes come into effect including names, frequency and 
locations.

Agreed:-

(1) The NP’s new name to be considered and agreed at the June meeting.

(2) Decisions around new Forum arrangements to be deferred until the June 
meeting in the light of the potential for new elected members/new wards.

(3) Communications Sub-Group – Kurt James to seek volunteers.

11. Date of next meeting

- Tuesday 21st June 2016, City Hall (7pm)

CHAIR

(the meeting ended at 9.00pm)


